STATUTES AT LARGE

sufficient to pay all the costs of the administration of this Act and
the purchase of any books necessary to be acquired by the State
School Book Commission. Said rentals shall be paid by or for each
pupil annually in advance upon the opening of school or before any
pupil is allowed the use of said books. No pupil in the public schools
of the State shall be required to pay any larger amount for the use
of the books than above authorized nor to buy outright or otherwise
acquire any textbook, but any pupil may purchase, if he so desires,
the books to be ussd by him, in which event no rental fee will be
charged to said pupil. The State School Book Commission shall not
be required to furnish materials which shall be consumed or ren-
dered worthless in any one year, such as pencils, tablets, work-
books, drawing materials, etc. Provided, however, That nothing con-
tained in this Act shall abrogate the power of such school districts
or counties as now have or hereafter may have the right to set up
rental or free textbook systems and all rentals received by said
districts or counties from rental of books belonging to said districts
or counties shall be retained by the said districts or counties: Pro-
vided, further, That school districts enrolling five thousand (5000) or
more school pupils may have the right to set up rentals or free text-
book systems and choose and purchase their own textbooks, and all
rentals received by said districts from rental of books belonging to
said districts shall be retained by said districts: Provided, further,
That any State Institution of higher learning may, in the discretion
of the respective boards of trustees or other governing body, set up
a textbook rental system in the same manner as is provided in this
Act for school districts and to choose or purchase their own text-
books, and all funds received by said institutions from rental of books
belonging to said institution shall be retained by them, respectively.
Provided, further, That upon the resolution of the Legislative Dele-
gation of the county affected, any County or School District, as the
case may be, may abandon its rental or free system of textbooks
and accept the provisions of this Act. Upon any such County or
School District abandoning its rental or free system and accepting
the provisions of this Act, it shall be the duty of the State School
Book Commission to make, or cause to be made, an investigation
and to determine the value to the State of any textbooks belonging
to said County or District which can reasonably be of use to the
State under this Act, and to purchase useful books from said County
or District, either paying cash therefor, or in such installments as
may be agreed upon between the State School Book Commission
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